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time fully taken up with the Navy of the United States, which is
already double the size of the fleet of that presumptuous, ambitious
and treacherous Oriental Power. I thought it right to bring the
Burma scene before the House, because our men out there are cheered
by the fact that the House of Commons follows with attentive eyes
their fortunes and their achievements.

Now I come to a larger matter. A volume would be required to
recount the story of the crossing of die Channel and the landing of
the Armies of Liberation upon the soil of France. I have only a few
minutes, and therefore I must practise the selective art as far as
possible. In April, 1943, General Morgan, of the British Army,
became the head of the British and American Planning Staff, which
surveyed the whole project by the decision ,of the Combined Chiefs of
Staff Committee. They made a plan, which. I took with me last year
to Quebec, where it was submitted to the President and the Combined
British and American Chiefs of Staff. This plan selected the beaches
for the attack and presented the outlines of the scheme, together with
a mass of detail to support it. It received, in principle, complete
agreement. It is rather remarkable that a secret of this character,
which had to be entrusted from the beginning, to scores, very soon to
hundreds and ultimately to thousands of people, never leaked out
either in these Islands or the wide expanses of the United States.

At Teheran, we promised Marshal Stalin we would put this plan, or
something like it, into operation at the end of May or the beginning
of June, and he for his part promised that the whole of the Russian
Armies would be thrown, as indeed they have been, into general battle
in the East. In January of this year, the commanders were appointed.
The Mediterranean had a British commander, General Wilson, and
General Eisenhower assumed the command of the Expeditionary
Force gathered in Britain. No man has ever laboured more skilfully
or intensely for the unification and goodwill of the great forces under
his command than General Eisenhower. He has a genius for bringing
all the Allies together, and is proud to consider himself an Allied as
well as a United States Commander. The names of all the distin-
guished commanders are already familiar to the House and the country.

General Eisenhower forthwith appointed the Commander-in-Chief
of the British Expeditionary Army, General Montgomery, to the
command of all the invading troops, British and American. For
more than a year past, American stores, equipment and men have
been moving steadily into these Islands, and we ourselves have selected
from the British Armies here an expeditionary force which was
practically as large as that of the United States in the opening stage.
Great reinforcements which flow in from America have already altered,
and will continually alter that balance, but in the great adventure we